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he Royal Automobile Club of Queensland
(RACQ) supports Queenslanders on the roads,
in their communities and homes. With nearly
1.8 million members, RACQ works hard to secure safe
and sustainable mobility for Queenslanders and more
affordable transport outcomes.
The effects of COVID-19 continue to impact
Queenslanders, including significantly restricting travel.
RACQ supports the COVID-19 vaccination rollout and the
removal of COVID-related travel restrictions for the fully
vaccinated.

legacy of the Olympics and Paralympics for regional
Queensland. The COVID-19 pandemic has changed travel
behaviour and seen a resurgence of domestic road
travel and tourism, heightening the need for a safe
and reliable regional road network. In Queensland over
the year ending June 2021, domestic overnight visitor
expenditure (OVE) increased by 6.7 percent year-onyear to $16.3 billion, on the back of visitation increasing
by 1.6 percent to 20.8 million.4

Our members are at
the heart of what
drives RACQ and the
policies outlined in this
document will improve
their lives, their
mobility and their
local economies.

In urban areas, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused a
modal shift from public to private transport. Public
transport use in south east Queensland is currently
well below pre-pandemic levels.1 A shift to more people
working from home has seen a transition of commuters
preferring to use private vehicles rather than public
transport which has resulted in increased congestion
on the road network during peak weekday times.2
The 2032 Brisbane Olympic and Paralympic Games
offers a transformative opportunity to drive business
and tourism and improve liveability and amenity.
It will provide the Australian, Queensland and local
Governments the opportunity to deliver world’s best,
legacy infrastructure. Greater investment in smart
infrastructure, that improves the safety, efficiency
and sustainability of the transport network should
be a guiding principle for the Games. The Games will
take place in an environment that integrates electric,
connected and automated vehicles and RACQ urges
the Australian Government to provide investment
and support for digital and transport infrastructure,
including EV charging facilities.3
The Australian Government’s 50:50 funding agreement
for Games infrastructure is welcomed by RACQ,
however this funding cannot come at the expense
of Queensland’s regional road funding and transport
corridors like the Bruce Highway. Investment in regional
tourist routes throughout Queensland could be a key

Queensland Government, TransLink PT Performance Dashboard.
translink.com.au/about-translink/reports-and-publications/
performance
1

A comprehensive marketing and infrastructure plan
promoting tourism in regional Queensland is required
to leverage the tourism opportunities from the Olympic
and Paralympic Games. This could include the clean
and green food bowl regions such as the Warrego and
Lockyer Valleys, Wide Bay and South Burnett; the wine
regions of the Darling Downs and Granite Belt and the
pristine tourism environs of north Queensland and the
Whitsundays.

Australia lags most of the world in EV uptake. To
reverse this trend and even accelerate the adoption
of EV vehicles, national coordination and leadership in
the electrification of transport is required. To support
RACQ’s calls for Queensland Government incentives
for the purchase of low and zero emission vehicles,
this should include more funding for the rollout of EV
infrastructure, introducing charging and payment
systems standards, preparation of the electricity
grid to support wide-scale integrated recharging and
introduction of CO2 and noxious emission standards
for internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles. The
Australian Government also needs to take the lead
on developing a fair and equitable national system of
road user charging to replace the declining fuel excise
system.
RACQ seeks to improve the quality of life for
Queenslanders as our state adapts to a changing
climate and a COVID-19 world. Along with our strong
advocacy on road safety, infrastructure and transport
costs, we will continue to provide targeted support
to members through our assistance, insurance and
banking channels, and the RACQ Foundation.

RACQ thanks the Australian Government
for implementing policies from our
2019 Queensland Matters, including
the introduction of a “right to repair
law” – the Competition and Consumer
Amendment (Motor Vehicle Service and
Repair Information Sharing Scheme) Act
2021. RACQ also commends the Australian
Government on the creation of a national
disaster agency, the National Resilience
and Recovery Agency and for the $3
billion, three-year commitment to the
Federal Road Safety Program, which will
greatly improve safety on high-risk roads,
reduce serious injuries and save lives.

Queenslanders deserve to be heard in this election and
we welcome support for the policies and priorities in
this document. n

David Carter
Group Chief Executive Officer

RACQ is also aware of the importance of the car to
our members. We recognise that transport is the
third largest source of emissions, at 17.6 percent, and
see electrification of vehicles, alternative fuels and

Based on monthly Bluetooth travel speed data collected on major
State controlled road corridors in Brisbane and the Gold Coast in 2021,
the cost of congestion for the first half of 2021 was typically well above
2019 levels.

city traffic and intersection safety those communications can enable
vehicles outfitted with connected vehicle technology to continuously
communicate their locations and to receive near real-time information
that triggers an automated response.

Connected vehicles connect to a network to enable bi-directional
communications between vehicles (cars, trucks, buses and trains)
and other vehicles, mobile devices and infrastructure for the purpose
of triggering important communications and events. In the case of
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improved fuel efficiency as key to reducing emissions.5

tourismwhitsundays.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DomesticTourism-Snapshot-Year-ending-June-2021.pdf
It is also noted that due to various border restrictions in place over the year
to June 2021, Queensland intrastate holidays increased by 48 percent.

tourismwhitsundays.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/DomesticTourism-Snapshot-Year-ending-June-2021.pdf
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory Quarterly Update: March 2021 |
Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources.
5
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IN THE 2022 FEDERAL ELECTION, SAVING
LIVES, SUSTAINABILITY AND SMART
INFRASTRUCTURE IN QUEENSLAND MATTERS

I

n 2021, 275 lives were lost on Queensland
roads. Every death is an unnecessary tragedy
with irrevocable and long-term impacts on
families and communities. In Queensland and across
Australia, we need a renewed focus on road safety
including better roads, more effective driver education
and safer cars. Re-establishing a focus on road safety
must be a priority during the 2022 Federal election
period and well beyond.
The ability to efficiently and safely move people and
goods on quality roads and public transport systems
is essential and RACQ’s funding priorities for transport
projects are outlined at the back of this document.
Transport is a major issue for Queensland and it is
vitally important to increase investment in road and
rail projects to ensure Queensland’s future prosperity
and productivity. We also need transport to be
accessible and affordable. Affordable motoring is
important for Queenslanders, particularly those living
in rural and regional districts, and in outer south-east
Queensland suburbs. In these areas, limited public
transport combined with a higher proportion of lowincome households and the need to travel considerable
distances to reach employment can result in

SUMMARY OF POLICIES

significant transport disadvantage.

SAVING LIVES

Queensland will need increased road capacity and
efficiency improvements in the transport network to
cater for future population growth and subsequent
increased levels of traffic.7 From 2012 to 2018 total
vehicle kilometres travelled (VKT) increased 8 percent
to 55,500 million km in 2018. A Covid-induced drop
saw VKT fall 8.5 percent to 50,700 million VKT in
2020.8 While the 2021 data is yet to be published,
evidence suggests a strong return to vehicle usage
and the 2021 VKT is likely to exceed 2018. Without
upgrades to our highways and freight routes, vehicle
travel times will increase, leading to higher operating
costs, vehicle emissions, greater productivity losses
and subsequently Queensland’s transport network
contributing to increased levels of greenhouse gas
emissions.

POLICY 1: IMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY INQUIRY’S RECOMMENDATIONS
POLICY 2: 	REINVEST 100% OF NET FUEL EXCISE INTO LAND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND ANNUALLY INCREASE
INVESTMENT IN PROJECTS WITH DEDICATED ROAD SAFETY CONDITIONS, TO SAVE LIVES

RACQ is calling on all parties in the 2022 Federal election
to make transport a priority. The policies below and the
infrastructure projects outlined in Queensland Projects
section at the back of this document are required
to deliver safe, affordable and sustainable transport
outcomes for Queensland and productivity improvements
that benefit business and major sectors of the economy.

BOOSTING SUSTAINABILTIY, RESILIENCE AND AFFORDABILITY
POLICY 3: INCREASED MAINTENANCE FUNDING AGREEMENTS WITH THE QUEENSLAND STATE GOVERNMENT TO 			
STRENGTHEN AND BOOST ROAD RESILIENCE AND SAVE FUTURE EXPENDITURE
POLICY 4: INCREASING QUEENSLAND’S DISASTER RESILIENCE FUNDING TO LESSEN THE IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES IN THE
FACE OF WORSENING CLIMATE

SMART SPENDING, SMART INFRASTRUCTURE
POLICY 5: NATIONAL TRANSPORT TAX REFORM, INCLUDING ROAD USER CHARGING
POLICY 6: DELIVER ON THE OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES FUNDING COMMITMENT AND ENSURE IT DOES NOT 		
LESSEN QUEENSLAND REGIONAL ROAD FUNDING
POLICY 7: IMPLEMENT A FUTURE FUELS AND LOW AND ZERO EMISSION VEHICLES POLICY FRAMEWORK

As great as hosting
the Olympic and
Paralympic games is,
a gold medal would be
fatality-free roads and
an improved active
transport network.
In 2020 Queensland had its highest population net gain since 2004,
with 30,000 moving to Queensland from interstate. abs.gov.au/mediacentre/media-releases/net-migration-regions-highest-record
7

In terms of net interstate migration for Queensland, it is expected to
peak in 2021-22 with approximately 23,800 people arriving in the state,
before returning to the 20-year average (19,000 people) from 2023-24.
population.gov.au/docs/population_statement_2020.pdf
abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/tourism-and-transport/survey-motorvehicle-use-australia/latest-release
8
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SAVING LIVES

IMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY INQUIRY’S RECOMMENDATIONS
RACQ welcomed the Australian Government’s Inquiry
into the National Road Safety Strategy 2011-2020. The
Inquiry confirmed that we need to fight harder in the
battle to make our roads safer.
Along with other states, Queensland has failed against
the 30 percent road fatality reduction target pledged in
2011. Re-establishing a focus on road safety must be a
priority for all of Australia.
At the forefront of the National Road Safety Strategy
Inquiry were the recommendations to establish a
dedicated road safety fund and a national road safety
entity. The RACQ commends the Australian Government
for establishing the Office of Road Safety, and for
implementing a $2 billion (since raised to $3 billion)
Road Safety Program. RACQ calls on the government to
maintain the momentum and continue to demonstrate
a commitment to reducing road trauma by delivering
the remaining recommendations from the Inquiry,
including the recommendation for a National Road
Safety Data Hub.9

As mentioned in the Australian Automobile
Association’s (AAA) submission to the Draft National
Road Safety Strategy 2021-30, the COVID-19 pandemic
has shown that Australia is capable of producing highquality daily hospitalisation data and real-time state
comparisons. RACQ calls on the Government to fasttrack a National Road Safety Data Hub, so that detailed
data can be recorded and reported in a timely manner
to assist with policy development and implementation
of road safety priorities and interventions.
Road crashes are a public health issue – one that
in 2020 resulted in the loss of 1,103 lives (278 in
Queensland).1 0 A health issue such as this, that results
in an average of three deaths in Australia each day (and
many more hospitalisations), deserves to be monitored
closely and reported on constantly. A National Road
Safety Data Hub is a mechanism to achieve this and
needs to be brought online as a priority, with national
leadership and commitment from all State and Territory
governments to consistently contribute to it.

POLICY 2:
REINVEST 100% OF NET FUEL EXCISE INTO LAND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND ANNUALLY
INCREASE INVESTMENT IN PROJECTS WITH DEDICATED ROAD SAFETY CONDITIONS, TO SAVE LIVES
Each year road crashes in Queensland result in tragic
levels of death and serious injury. Crashes on the road
have severe and often irreversible consequences, not
only for the people who are injured, but also for their
communities. On average, more than 240 people die on
Queensland roads every year and well over 6,500 are
seriously injured, often causing lower quality of life
and loss of income through permanent disability.
While there has been a general downward trend in
reducing road fatalities since 2010, the same cannot be
said for hospitalisation injuries. If Queensland is to work
towards a National Vision Zero/Safe System target of
no fatal or serious injuries by 2050, and meet interim
road safety strategy targets, action must be taken now.
RACQ calls upon the Australian Government to commit
to reinvesting 100% of net fuel excise into land
transport infrastructure and to annually increase
| 06

investment in projects with dedicated road safety
reporting conditions, such as the Federal Road Safety
Program (RSP). Taking the principles of the RSP and
extending them to a greater proportion of federally
funded land transport projects and infrastructure
programs is necessary to both measure and achieve
crash reduction targets set under the National Road
Safety Strategy (NRSS) 2021-30. RACQ also specifically
calls for increased and continued funding for the RSP
beyond the current $3 billion three-year commitment
from 2020/21, delivered through low-cost, high impact
mass action safety programs on National, State and
Local Government roads.
Funding should be made available to enable road
authorities to assess risk on their network and monitor
progress of road safety crash reductions targets and
infrastructure improvements through methodologies,
such as AusRAP Star Ratings and Crash Risk Ratings.

Road quality has an outsized impact upon safety
outcomes for motorists and, as a result, any actions
to address road safety must include upgrades of the
major highways and network links in Queensland to
improve safety standards and reduce the prevalence of
fatal and serious injuries.
Investing in better, safer roads pays for itself many
times over, in terms of limiting the recurring cost of
deaths and traumatic injuries, welfare payments and
hospital and health care expenses. Indeed, an analysis
of the business cases for safer roads estimates that
fatalities and serious injuries could be reduced by
>30 percent by ensuring that three quarters of all road
travel occurs on roads with an AusRAP safety rating of
three-stars or better for all road users.

To deliver safer roads, continued capital investment is
needed beyond the $3 billion three-year commitment
to achieve a minimum 50 percent reduction in fatalities
and minimum 30 percent reduction in serious injuries
by 2030. This includes low cost, high impact safety
treatments such as road widening with wide centre
lines including median barrier, roadside hazard removal
or safety barriers, intersection upgrades, audio tactile
line markings and overtaking lanes.
Governments should also regularly assess road
network infrastructure risk, set Star Rating
improvement targets and track and analyse
infrastructure upgrades using methods such as AusRAP
Star Rating safety assessments. When a two-star
AusRAP rated road is improved to three stars, the crash
costs per vehicle kilometre travelled are halved*.

Car smoothed* Star Rating vs crash cost per vkt

CRASH
COST HALVED
FOR EACH
STAR RATING
IMPROVEMENT
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Killed and serious injury [KSI]
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POLICY 1:
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Source: Australian Automobile Association, Comparing Risk Maps and Star Ratings: AusRAP Technical Working Paper, 2008

RACQ advocates for a target in Queensland of achieving
95 percent of vehicle travel on the national network, and
90 percent of travel on the state network, at AusRAP
three-star or better by the end of 2024. Local Roads
of Regional Significance should aim for >80 percent of

travel AusRAP three-star or better by the end of 2024.
State and especially Local Governments require
funding assistance to achieve these road
improvements. All levels of Government must work
together to deliver these life-saving measures.

The inquiry delivered 12 recommendations that, if implemented,
will help transform road safety performance. aaa.asn.au/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/NRSS-Inquiry-Final-Report-September-2018.pdf

10

9

officeofroadsafety.gov.au/data-hub
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BOOSTING SUSTAINABILITY,
RESILIENCE AND AFFORDABILITY
POLICY 3:

POLICY 4:

INCREASED MAINTENANCE FUNDING AGREEMENTS WITH THE QUEENSLAND STATE GOVERNMENT TO
STRENGTHEN AND BOOST ROAD RESILIENCE AND SAVE FUTURE EXPENDITURE

INCREASING QUEENSLAND’S DISASTER RESILIENCE FUNDING TO LESSEN THE IMPACT ON
COMMUNITIES IN THE FACE OF WORSENING CLIMATE

A growing population and increasing road freight
transport in Queensland are placing increased stress
on our national road network.
This combined with inferior soil conditions, difficulties
in sourcing good quality road building materials,
increased material and resource costs and increased
frequency and intensity of weather events have placed
extreme demands on all Queensland roads, including
national land transport network roads in regional
areas. Through member and other RACQ surveys,
motorists have highlighted serious concerns with the
condition of the Flinders Highway and Bruce Highway,
while a recent inspection of the Gore Highway and
Inland Freight Route (Carnarvon, Dawson and Gregory
Highways) revealed poor road surfaces on sections of
these corridors.
The 2019 Australian Infrastructure Audit identiﬁes an
underspend on historical maintenance, short budgetary
and funding cycles, a lack of data and incentives,
and inadequate reporting as factors contributing to
maintenance backlogs across infrastructure sectors.
The Queensland National Land Transport Network
(NLTN) Stage 1 submission to Infrastructure Australia’s
(IA) Priority list called out the current backlog in
maintenance. RACQ supports the call for greater
investment in road maintenance funding to reduce the
backlog and ensure major roads are safe, productive
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and support regional tourism. RACQ believes traditional
funding levels allocated to the NLTN are insufficient
to ensure roads remain in an adequate, safe, and
productive condition. Pre-emptive maintenance, which
if timed correctly can significantly reduce future
costs, is often not possible and delaying necessary
maintenance is not an option as it can increase costs
over the long term. These issues lead to increased
costs to the community and the freight industry by
increasing vehicle operating costs and travel times,
resulting in reduced freight efficiency and productivity.
RACQ asks the Australian Government to increase
maintenance funding agreements with the Queensland
Government to more adequately maintain as well
as rehabilitate and strengthen NLTN roads under
betterment initiatives, reducing the maintenance
backlog in Queensland and improving resilience to
future damage, saving future expenditure for both
levels of Government. RACQ also calls for the Australian
Government to accelerate delivery of the Inland Freight
Route project by bringing forward budget contributions.

The quality of
Queensland’s roads
is among the top
priorities reported by
RACQ members, with
“poor maintenance”
and “safety issues”
ranked among the top
three concerns for
main roads in regional
areas of Queensland.

RACQ believes that if you reduce the risk,
you reduce the cost for home owners and
all levels of Government.
We are calling for:
 A commitment to deliver on the Productivity

Commission’s landmark Natural Disaster
Funding Arrangements Inquiry of 2015 which
called for a five-fold increase in disaster
mitigation funding.
Queensland has experienced more than its fair share
of natural disasters, including cyclones, floods and
summer storms. As a result of climate change these
are becoming more frequent and more severe.
Over the next half century unchecked climate
change will reduce Australia’s economic growth
and the economic and social futures of our younger
generations. All levels of government need to develop
economy-wide plans to reach net zero emissions
by 2050, coupled with strategies and investment to
strengthen growth and support industry to transform
its production as necessary.
RACQ is supportive of the Australian Government’s
cyclone reinsurance pool that, if well designed, will
help improve insurance affordability. RACQ similarly
supports the creation of the National Resilience and
Recovery Agency. However, insurance affordability will
only become sustainable in high risk areas if there is
greater investment in disaster mitigation and resilience
measures delivered by the Australian Government and
state government.
RACQ has seen many communities stay vulnerable as
a long series of reports call for the urgent rebalancing
of funding from recovery to resilience funding. We
do not believe it is right that 97 percent of disaster
funding is spent after a disaster and just 3 percent is
spent on prevention. This is unsustainable and must be
corrected.

 Increased investment in programs to

promote private mitigation measures such
as additional funding for the Queensland
Household Resilience Program (both rounds
were over-subscribed).
 Immediate funding for risk-reducing projects

that are “shovel ready”, for instance the
Bundaberg flood levee.
 Financial incentives for states and territories

to provide public disaster mitigation measures.
 Increased assistance to Councils to invest in

flood and storm surge studies and resilience
analysis.
 Development of a national building register to

capture and codify standards for resilience
and mitigation measures built into new and
retro-fitted properties.
 All land rezoning/new property developments

to be assessed against the likelihood of
catastrophic events occurring prior to
approval, with the information publicly and
freely accessible.
 Creation of a nation-wide land use planning

standard for flood affected land/properties.
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SMART SPENDING,
SMART INFRASTRUCTURE
POLICY 5:

POLICY 6:

NATIONAL TRANSPORT TAX REFORM, INCLUDING ROAD USER CHARGING

DELIVER ON THE OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES FUNDING COMMITMENT AND ENSURE IT DOES
NOT LESSEN QUEENSLAND REGIONAL ROAD FUNDING

RACQ asks the Australian Government to take the
lead on developing a new road user charging model
to replace the existing system of motoring fees
and charges. This should include reform of federal
fuel excise and a genuine desire to make owning
and driving a vehicle more affordable, equitable and
environmentally sustainable.
Motorists pay fuel excise* of 44.2 cents per litre and
the Australian Government collects more than $13
billion per year in net revenue from fuel excise. Reduced
fuel consumption of newer vehicles and a shift to
alternative vehicle energy sources including electricity
and hydrogen, is reducing the revenue available for reinvestment in the land transport network.
Holistic reform at a national level is required to address
the forecast decline of fuel excise as a revenue source
and develop an alternative sustainable revenue model
to fund land transport infrastructure. While NSW,
Victoria and South Australia have proposed road user

Holistic reform at a
national level is required
to address the forecast
decline of fuel excise as
a revenue source and
develop an alternative
sustainable revenue
model to fund land
transport infrastructure.

*As of 1 February 2022, fuel excise on RULP and diesel was charged at
44.2 cpl.
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charging (RUC) schemes in coming years, RACQ does
not support state-by-state initiated RUC schemes and
believes a national approach is required that starts
by bringing ultra-low fuel consumption vehicles into
Australia’s RUC system. A system of differing RUC
across jurisdictions would lead to significant confusion
for motorists. Multiple schemes with different pricing
and payment structures could also incentivise
fraudulent ownership/residential location reporting
if drivers attempt to avoid paying RUC fees in some
states or border communities. Motoring taxation reform
should seek to improve efficiency, fairness and equity
outcomes and introduce a unified charge system that
replaces myriad separate taxes such as fuel excise,
luxury car tax, import tariffs, vehicle registration and
motor vehicle stamp duty. This conglomeration of taxes
creates administrative cost burdens that could be
replaced with a single distance-based charge for light
vehicles.
In particular, the Australian Government should act
quickly to remove the Luxury Car Tax (LCT). The 33
percent Luxury Car Tax (LCT) is levied on most cars
priced above the LCT threshold.11 In 2021-22 the
threshold is $69,152 (or $79,659 for fuel-efficient cars).12
This tax hits Queensland motorists particularly hard,
as Queenslanders also pay additional stamp duty on
cars valued above $100,000. The Australian Government
LCT, along with Queensland vehicle stamp duty, should
be removed. These taxes discourage motorists from
buying some of the safest and most environmentallyfriendly vehicles, which are often priced over $79,659.

11

Revenue from the LCT is forecast to be $680 million in 2021-22.

12

The LCT applies to price of the car, less the threshold amount.

With Brisbane confirmed as host of the 2032 Olympic
and Paralympic Games, RACQ wants the legacy to be
world class infrastructure that improves the safety
and reliability of travel and transport in Queensland
long after the Games are over.
Brisbane has solid foundations in place for the Games
and projects including Cross River Rail, Brisbane Metro
and the Green Bridges which will facilitate improvements
to safety, liveability, productivity and mobility for both
residents and visitors to our city during the Games.
RACQ believes the Games present an opportunity
to take a forward-thinking approach to the future
transport network, considering the role of low emission
vehicles, as well as connected infrastructure. The
perceived benefits that can be attributed to connected
infrastructure are the ability to collect and analyse data
more efficiently which will in turn guide more effective
decision making and targeted investment. Our members
will be increasingly reliant upon smart vehicles and
infrastructure to meet their transport needs as well as
real-time technology and apps for information.
The Australian Government’s commitment to fund half
the cost of Games infrastructure will be vital to ensuring
the delivery of transport infrastructure to support
the Games. Importantly the International Olympic
Committee’s (IOC) “New Norm” approach means that
projects aren’t developed solely for the Olympics and
Paralympics, but rather become infrastructure projects
that are aligned with long-term planning needs.
RACQ asks the Australian Government to deliver on its
50-50 funding commitment for Games infrastructure
but highlights that this cannot come at the expense
of Queensland’s regional road funding. In fact, RACQ
believes investment in regional Queensland must
increase to leverage the tourism opportunities from the
Olympic and Paralympic Games. The lead up to, and the
Games themselves, will provide an important mechanism
to drive and rebuild business and tourism in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The IOC “new norm” approach
means the Games could be a golden opportunity to
enhance regional tourism and transport infrastructure,

with Government supporting and promoting tourism
opportunities for Olympians, spectators and tourists
alike. This could include the clean and green food bowl
regions such as the Warrego and Lockyer Valleys,
Wide Bay and South Burnett, the wine regions of the
Darling Downs and Granite Belt, and the pristine tourism
environs of north Queensland and the Whitsundays.
A boost in investment in regional tourist routes
throughout Queensland could be another key legacy of
the Olympics and Paralympics for regional Queensland.
To deliver this, a comprehensive review and funding of
safe and productive transport along key tourism routes
is required, focused specifically on achieving the “Vision
standard” and ensuring a three star or higher AusRAP
safety rating target on these key routes before 2032.
In 2032 electric, connected and automated vehicles
will be more common within the transport network and
should be included in event planning and integrated
through investment in supporting digital and transport
infrastructure. RACQ has welcomed the announcement
that Brisbane 2032 Games infrastructure will incorporate
technologies that support low carbon operations, for
example, electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
In preparing for the Games as well as future population
growth, Queensland cities need to be adopting
smarter measures to manage network congestion
to minimise delays and invest in intelligent transport
solutions. Brisbane is forecast to have the highest
congestion growth rate of any Australian capital city
and congestion in Brisbane is estimated to cost the
Queensland economy $2.3 billion annually, increasing
to around $5 billion by 2030.13 Modelling has calculated
that the environmental impact that can be attributed to
increased levels of congestion equates to approximately
30.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCO2e)
by 2030.14

Bureau of Infrastructure Transport and Regional Economics
Traffic and Congestion Cost Trends for Australian Capital Cities –
Information Sheet 74, 2015.
13

Department of Environment and Heritage Protection, Carbon Pollution
Projections: Queensland’s baseline greenhouse gas emissions
projections to 2030, page 8. cabinet.qld.gov.au/documents/2016/Mar/
QldCTS/Attachments/Projections.PDF
14

SMART SPENDING,
SMART INFRASTRUCTURE

More public mitigation measures and flood studies.

Increase funding for private mitigation programs such as
the houshold resilience program and develop a national
land-use planning standard for affected properties.

Hazard identification for new developments.

Boost road resilience.
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SMART SPENDING,
SMART INFRASTRUCTURE
Trends in Queensland’s transport emissions, by category

POLICY 7:

Tonnes

IMPLEMENT A FUTURE FUELS AND LOW AND ZERO EMISSION VEHICLES POLICY FRAMEWORK
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RACQ is calling for the Australian Government
to develop and implement a comprehensive and
integrated policy framework to manage and promote
the transition of light vehicles from current internal
combustion engine (ICE) drivetrains to low emission
technologies such as electric vehicles (EVs). The
current piecemeal approach does not address the
complex and interrelated issues at play in this
transition.
RACQ acknowledges and welcomes the support offered
in the Australian Government Future Fuels and Vehicles
Strategy, especially the commitment for increased
funding of EV recharging infrastructure and support for
EV uptake in commercial fleets. While welcome, these
measures are only part of the bigger picture, and RACQ
would like to see the Future Fuels and Vehicles Strategy
broadened in scope and ambition. This will be important
for the delivery of a comprehensive and integrated
policy framework.
Some of these interrelated issues being considered by
government in isolation include:
 I ncentives and support for EVs and other low
emission technologies.
 C
 O2 and noxious emission standards for ICE
vehicles.
 Liquid Fuel Quality Standards.
 Fuel and energy security.
The policy framework should drive the transition to
cleaner transport and include a transition framework
for moving from ICE to battery electric vehicles,
hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicles, and other new and
emerging technologies. It should include policies that
support and encourage on-going improvements in fuel
efficiency in ICE vehicles and provides support for petrol
and diesel vehicles and related industries.

Australian Design Rules currently specify a maximum truck
width (without permit) slightly narrower than European standards,
restricting importation of new lower emission trucks.
15

This policy is closely linked to the need for transport taxation
reform. A new transport taxation framework is required to support
and encourage the transition to low emission vehicles.
16
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RACQ suggests that at a minimum, a policy framework
developed by the Australian Government include:
 Consideration of the interplay between vehicles,
vehicle manufacturing, fuels and fuel supply
(petrol, diesel, electricity, hydrogen).
 S
 upport to incentivise uptake of EVs and other low
emission vehicles.
 U
 pdate the vehicle emission testing and reporting
requirements to better reflect real-world conditions.
 O
 n-going support for further expansion of EV
recharging infrastructure, including introducing
charging and payment system standards and
further EV recharging network support.
 C
 hanges to land use and building statutory
frameworks to encourage new builds to
accommodate EV charging infrastructure.
 Updated vehicle emission standards with CO2 and
noxious emission standards to improve urban air
quality and reduce emissions.
 C
 hanges to the liquid fuel quality standards, to
allow for the operation of Euro 6 vehicles (and
benefit from the related reductions in CO2 and
noxious emissions).
 D
 evelopment of a fuel security and refinery support
package that promotes the goals of a transition to
low emission vehicles.
 Consideration of the on-going operation of petrol
and diesel vehicles and fuels, and policies to
maintain transport affordability so that transport
disadvantage is not further exacerbated.
 Modifying the Australian Vehicle Design Rules to
align with European standards for maximum vehicle
width (without permit), to support uptake of the
latest low emission vehicles. 15
 M
 ining and mineral policies to support extraction
and local value adding – especially Rare Earth
Elements and Lithium as these are critical for EVs
and other new technology.
This new comprehensive and integrated policy
framework should guide the transition to low emission
vehicles. It should maintain the social and economic
benefits that vehicle access and ownership have
delivered, while also reducing CO2 emissions and
addressing the impacts of climate change. 16
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QUEENSLAND PROJECTS
RACQ SOUTH-EAST QUEENSLAND
AND REGION-WIDE PRIORITY
PROJECTS
Road Upgrades – Bruce
Highway, Warrego Highway
and Pacific Motorway/Coomera
Connector
 C
 ommit additional yearly funding
(+50 percent) to fast track all
Bruce Highway Upgrade Program
(15 year) and Bruce Highway Trust
– safety, capacity and flooding
projects (from $800 million/
year to $1.2 billion/year Federal
contribution).
 C
 ommit funding to fast track
Warrego Highway additional lanes,
safety improvements, interchange
upgrades and service road
improvements between Ipswich
and Toowoomba,
 C
 ommit funding for planning and
design of Stage 2 of the Coomera
Connector (Coomera to Logan
Mwy) as a multi-modal corridor
to relieve pressure on the M1,
and funding for comprehensive
interchange upgrades (e.g. Exit
38, 45) and Smarter Motorways
projects (e.g. ramp metering, VSL)
along existing M1 from Brisbane to
NSW Border.

Urban Motorway upgrades –
Centenary Motorway, Ipswich
Motorway, Gateway Motorway
and Mount Lindesay Highway
 C
 entenary Motorway Capacity
project – Commit funding for
additional lanes/widening,
interchange and safety upgrades
between Ipswich Motorway and
Toowong/Legacy Way tunnel.
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 Ipswich Motorway – Remaining
sections (Rocklea to Darra) –
Commit to completion of Stage
2 Ipswich Motorway, Rocklea to
Darra, and planning/design of
future capacity upgrades from
Riverview to Gailes.
 Accelerate planning and delivery
of a continuous rollout of all
projects listed under the Gateway
Motorway and Bruce Highway
Upgrades, North Brisbane to
Moreton Bay Region project,
beginning with bringing forward
funding for early delivery of
the Gateway Motorway North
(Bracken Ridge to Bruce Hwy)
project and staging delivery of
Bruce Highway improvements
to Dohles Rocks Road, Gympie
Arterial Road and North
South Urban Arterial (Moreton
Connector) to relieve congestion
and provide consistent capacity.
 Continue investment and provide
additional funding for fast tracking
delivery of capacity, safety and
flooding upgrades identified in the
Mount Lindesay Highway 10-year
forward plan (2018-2028).

Rail Infrastructure and Railway
Level Crossing Upgrade Program
 Commit funding for planning
and investment in future
rail corridor and capacity
projects – Springfield to Ripley/
Ipswich Rail Extension, Manly
to Cleveland Rail duplication,
Salisbury to Beaudesert Rail and
faster rail opportunities to the
Sunshine Coast (e.g. Beerwah to
Maroochydore to Sunshine Coast
Airport passenger rail extension
and North West (Multi-modal)
Transport Corridor).

 C
 ommit additional funding to fully
complete Beerburrum to Nambour
Rail Upgrade ($160 million) to take
pressure off the Bruce Highway
and provide additional investment
in construction of the Gold Coast
Faster Rail project (Beenleigh to
Kuraby).
 C
 ommit to working with Council
and State Government and
funding a rolling Railway Level
Crossing Upgrade Program
(SEQ Level Crossing project on
Infrastructure Priority List) to
grade separate at least one open
level crossing per year (~$80m/
yr), e.g, Boundary Road (Coopers
Plains), South Pine Road, Cavendish
Road, Warrigal Road, Lindum Road
and Wacol Station Road.

Cycling and active transport
including Brisbane Green
Bridges
 C
 ommit to funding projects on the
Principal Cycle Network ($50m/yr)
and assist Brisbane City Council in
delivering Green Bridge proposals
($50m/yr).

Inland Highway and regional
road safety, productivity
and maintenance funding
improvements
 A
 ccelerate delivery of the Inland
Highway (Inland Freight Route)
project by bringing forward
budget contributions and
prepare for future investment of
another $400 million to complete
upgrades from Charters Towers
to Mungindi ($800 million total
Federal investment to match
Qld Government $200 million).
Increase other funding for regional
road productivity improvements
in Queensland as prioritised

and delivered through multiple
programs such as ROSI, Inland QLD
Road Network Strategy, TranSIT,
Roads to Recovery, Regional
Economic Enablement Fund (REEF)
and Northern Australia Roads.
 Increase maintenance funding
agreements with the Queensland
Government to more adequately
maintain as well as rehabilitate
and strengthen NLTN roads under
betterment initiatives, reducing
the maintenance backlog in
Queensland and improving
resilience to future damage.
 Continue $3 billion Federal
Road Safety program beyond
the three-year commitment to
achieve fatal and serious injury
reduction targets under the
NRSS 2021-30, delivered through
low-cost, high impact mass
action safety programs on State
and Local Government Roads,
including funding to enable road
authorities to assess risk on their
network and monitor progress
of road safety crash reductions
and infrastructure improvements
through AusRAP Star Ratings and
Risk Ratings.

Future Fuels and National
electric vehicle fast-charging
network

storage and energy production
technology and networks (e.g.
solar, hydrogen, community
batteries, micro-grids).

RACQ REGIONAL QUEENSLAND
PROJECTS
CAIRNS (FAR NORTH
QUEENSLAND)
Kennedy Developmental Road
and Highway (Inland Highway
alternative route)
 Deliver a safety works package,
including bridge and flood
immunity improvements to
provide suitable inland alternative
route to the Bruce Highway.

Cairns Ring Road projects
(Captain Cook Highway and
Cairns Western Arterial Road)
 Fast-track the Cairns Western
Arterial Road project and the
Cairns Ring Road project (Cairns
CBD to Smithfield) including
delivery of safety upgrades along
the entire Captain Cook Highway
including widening the corridor,
improving roadside safety, adding
overtaking lanes and providing
safe cycling infrastructure.

Cairns Southern Access

 Federal Investment to assist
Queensland expand the National
electric vehicle fast-charging
network and progress the public
access EV fast charger network
as identified in Infrastructure
Australia’s Infrastructure Priority
List.

 Complete all five stages of “Cairns
Southern Access” upgrade,
including accelerated delivery
of Edmonton to Gordonvale
Duplication.

 Continue to provide ARENA
funding to support and trial
emerging charging, fuel, energy

Gregory Developmental Road
(Inland Highway alternative
route)

TOWNSVILLE (NORTH
QUEENSLAND)

 Commit to a safety works
package, including bridge and
flood immunity improvements to
provide suitable inland alternative
route to the Bruce Highway.

Hann Highway
 Complete dual lane seal along
the Hann Highway (Kennedy
Developmental Road).

Flinders Highway
 Deliver a safety works package,
including bridge and flood
immunity improvements and
overtaking lanes to provide a safe
and efficient road.

MACKAY / WHITSUNDAY
Peak Downs Highway
 Deliver a safety works package
including flood immunity and
bridge upgrades to improve
productivity.

Gregory Developmental Road
(Inland Highway alternative
route)
 Deliver a safety works package,
including bridge and flood
immunity improvements to
provide suitable inland alternative
route to the Bruce Highway.

Bruce Highway (Sarina to
Mackay duplication and Mackay
Ring Road)
 Duplicate the Sarina to Mackay
link of the Bruce Highway to
improve safety, capacity and flood
immunity and deliver Mackay
Ring Road Stage 2 – Mackay Port
Access Road.
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QUEENSLAND PROJECTS
ROCKHAMPTON (CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND)

Bundaberg Regional Roads
Upgrade Program

Salisbury to Beaudesert
Rail Line

Capricorn Highway

 Deliver a safety works package
on Isis Highway, Bundaberg-Gin
Gin Road, Bundaberg-Miriam Vale
Road and Goodwood Road.

 Investigate Salisbury to
Beaudesert rail corridor for
passenger rail to Flagstone to
support population growth.

TOOWOOMBA/SOUTH-WEST
QUEENSLAND

Note: “Safety works
package’”includes: lane and shoulder
widening, safety barriers or removal
of roadside hazards, ATLM/rumble
strips, wide centre line treatments
with median barrier, intersection
improvements and additional
overtaking lanes/opportunities.

 D
 eliver a safety works package,
including flood improvements and
overtaking lanes to provide a safe
and efficient road.

Gregory, Dawson and Carnarvon
Highways (Inland Highway
alternative route)
 D
 eliver a safety works package,
including bridge and flood
immunity improvements to
improve productivity and provide
a suitable inland alternative route
to the Bruce Highway along the
Gregory, Dawson and Carnarvon
Highways in Central Queensland.

Carnarvon Highway
 Deliver a safety works package
including bridge and flood
immunity improvements to
improve productivity and provide a
suitable inland alternative route to
the Bruce Highway.

New England Highway

Rockhampton – Yeppoon Road

 Commit to a complete safety
works package to the New South
Wales border.

 D
 eliver full duplication project
from Mulara Road to Tanby Road
to improve safety and capacity.

Gore Highway

WIDE BAY / BURNETT

 Deliver safety works and
maintenance, strengthening and
betterment packages including
flood mitigation upgrades.

Burnett Highway
 P
 rovide a safety works package,
including flood immunity
improvements to provide an
alternative route to the Bruce
Highway.

D’Aguilar Highway (Caboolture
to Kingaroy)
 D
 eliver a safety works package
along the D’Aguilar Highway
linking Burnett Highway to
Caboolture.
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SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND
Cunningham Highway
 Deliver a safety works package
along the Cunningham Highway.

Mount Lindesay Highway
 Deliver the Mt Lindesay Highway
10 year strategic plan 2018-2028.
Complete safety, capacity and
active transport multi-modal corridor
improvements on Mt Lindesay
Highway to better service highgrowth southern and emerging
south-western urban centres in
Logan/Scenic Rim Council areas
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